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—  Dedication —

I dedicate this writing to three churches that have been instrumental in my life, spiritual growth, and development along my journey on the pathway to the Apostleship. 

First, to the Cathedral of Central Texas/The Christian House of Prayer-Killeen, Texas or as it is affectionately known by thousands world-wide; “C.H.O.P.” It was there under the tutelage of Apostle/Bishop Nathaniel and Pastor Valerie Holcomb that the gifts and calling of God came alive within me back in 1988. 

You, C.H.O.P., opened my eyes to a genuine “relationship” with Jesus Christ opposed to being merely 

“religious” in thoughts and deed. You gave me a hunger, thirst, and appetite for the word of God and to know Jesus Christ for myself like no other church or denomination had ever done. 

You, C.H.O.P., gave me the ability to establish meaningful and fruitful relationships with others that remain in my life to this day, and you were extremely instrumental in my spiritual growth, development and learning how to lead others with integrity, character and sincere motives. 

It was from your loins, C.H.O.P., that Evangelist, Pastor, Dr, Presbyter and now, Apostle Johnny L. Magee, Jr. was birthed.  You will always be an integral part of who I am and who God has and is calling me to be in His kingdom. 

Thanks for loving me C.H.O.P. as much as I have and still do love you! 

Second, to Full Assurance of Faith (Landstuhl, Germany). I was a young and wet behind the ears Pastor when we first met. To such a degree, that we both grew in the things of God together. 

I will always be thankful to you for the eight years of memories that we shared and all the wonderful families that you introduced me to and connected me with in my journey of pastoring overseas. 

You were the training and proving ground that authenticated and solidified my call to the Pastorate and what a journey we had. 

Now, although you no longer exist physically and 

while it has been 18 years since we parted ways; I am grateful that you extended to me the grace to learn from my mistakes, to grow, to lead and to develop into the man of God that I am today. 

Finally, and I say this affectionately. To my baby, the church that was birthed from my loins, “THE HOUSE” 

Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

Time would fail for me to tell you exactly how much you mean to me. Everything that has taken place in my life has prepared me for our paths to cross as we walk this kingdom journey together. 

Coming back stateside, I had no clue as to how to begin, develop or nurture a church from the ground up after being in Europe for eight years. However, you were willing to allow me to learn and find my way. 

You trusted the God in me and the leading of the Holy Spirit, not only in my own life but His (God) leading through me for you and your families as well. You have constantly inspired, encouraged, pushed, and even pulled out the best in me. 

When I wanted to second guess myself, you would not allow me to do so! When I wanted to doubt myself, you would not allow me to do so! You have always encouraged me to go forward in the pursuit of God’s call on my life and His will for you. 

“THE HOUSE” Church is where all that God has called me to be in His kingdom began to truly come forth, and you have inspired me to step into and to walk in the authority that the Lord has given me as an Apostle in the Lord’s church. 

You will always be the apple of First Lady Lilliette’s (Lady “L”) and my eyes.  As the Apostle Paul spoke of the Corinthians church, so I can say of “THE HOUSE” 

Church:

 “If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. FOR YOU ARE THE SEAL OF MY APOSTLE-

 SHIP IN THE LORD.  “

 – I Corinthians 9:2 NKJV

—  Preface —

 “Wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard, there, a church of God exists, even if it swarms with many faults.” 

~ John Calvin/French Theologian

According to an article by Greg Smith entitled, Are 10,000 Churches Closing Every Year? , states that “The 

 best estimate found by researchers is that 3,850 to 7,700 

 congregations close their doors every year, which means that 

 it is a startling 75-150 congregations a week. ”  

(sowhatfaith.com)

Those are startling statistics when it comes to the closure of the house of God!  Unbelievable! But why are so many churches closing shop? 

There are so many variables that must be factored into the demise of a church.  I believe that the reasons for the closures may vary from a lack of vision, a lack of growth, a lack of finances, the pastor leaving the church, 

or perhaps due to the untimely or unexpected death of the pastor. 

My personal thoughts and belief as to one of the major reasons for many of these ministries faltering and failing is that perhaps, they were never genuinely called by God to be established.  That is not my being harsh, judgmental, or critical of another man’s or woman’s work or ministry whatsoever. Absolutely not! It is just my sincere observation based upon my theological construct from scripture. 

Unfortunately, we are living in a time where people are easily offended with the pastor or other church leadership. All too often, many of these individuals believe that just because they may be able to teach and share the word of God ( something that all believers should be doing) that it automatically means that God has anointed, gifted, graced, and called them to be in the office of the Pastor (Ephesians 4:11). 

So, as a result, they end up leaving their present church to go down the street and around the corner to start a new church without truly discerning that when it comes to the church, Jesus Christ Himself is the builder of it. 

Chapter   1

Unless the Lord Builds the 

House

 “I do not think the devil cares how many churches you build, if only you have lukewarm preachers and people in them.” 

- Charles Spurgeon, English Preacher

Let me take a few moments to share with you the scriptural basis for this book. 

Over the years I would always hear my pastor, mentor, motivator, and model; my spiritual father in the faith, the late, Apostle and Bishop Nathaniel Holcomb mention one of his favorite scriptures time and time again for well over three decades. 

Apostle Holcomb would constantly state that it was his favorite scripture in the entire Bible. Unsurprisingly, it has also become one of my many favorites as well. 

Here it is:

 “And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I 

 WILL PUT TOGETHER MY CHURCH, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. “ 

 - Matthew 16:18 MSG

This pericope of scripture is pregnant with pedagogical and preaching possibilities. 

Jesus’ statement comes on the heels of He and His disciples traveling to the Gentile region of Caesarea Philippi which was 25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee. 

Caesarea Philippi had been a center for Baal worship and all types of religions. The Greek god Pan had shrines there.  And, Herod the Great built a temple there in honor of Augustus Caesar  (Luke 20:22-25). 

It is in this extremely religious atmosphere and environment of false gods, idols, and deities that Jesus asked His disciples their first question,  “Who do men 

 say that I, the Son of Man, am?” (Matthew 16:13). 

Opinions about Jesus’ identity were divided but most agreed on Him being a reincarnation of a previous prophet.  So, his disciples began to say,  “Some say John 

 the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 

 the prophets” (Matthew 16:14). 

Then shifting gears in wanting to know their opinions of Him, Jesus asked His disciples a second question,  “But who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 

 16:15). 

I see a startling principle from that question that is applicable to our lives today: 

WHO IS JESUS TO YOU? 

Your answer to that question (like the disciples) must be one based upon your own personal experience and encounter with the Lord and not merely from second-hand information. 

The interesting thing about this question is that Jesus asked it in the presence of each of His disciples but only one responded with the correct answer-Peter, who says,  “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

 (Matthew 16:16). 

Oh boy! I see another principle here and that is, perhaps, it is only  1 out of every 12 persons within the 

 Church that have a genuine revelation of who Jesus 

 Christ is? 

So, the next time you are sitting in church just look down your row, start with yourself, and count off twelve people. Only one of you on that row may have a genuine revelation of who Jesus Christ really is. I pray that it is you! 

Now, after Jesus praises Peter for His answer, He gives insight about the type of church that He was putting together. The words  “put together”  mean;  to create, build or to assemble something. 

So, when Jesus said,  “Upon this rock I will “build” 

 my church,”  He was saying,  “This is the type of Church 

 that I am creating, building and assembling.” 

When it comes to starting or establishing a church, especially one from the ground up, the Lord must be the one that wants that church to be established in that city, town, state, and region. If so, He will also be highly involved in its overall success: 

 “UNLESS THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE, 

 THEY LABOR IN VAIN WHO BUILD IT;  Unless the LORD guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” 

 - Psalm 127:1 NKJV

 “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an 

 inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for 

 HE WAS LOOKING FOR THE CITY WHICH 

 HAS FOUNDATIONS, WHOSE ARCHITECT 

 AND BUILDER IS GOD. ” 

 - Hebrews 11:8-10 NASB

So, why should we let Jesus put the church together? 

Jesus Christ alone is the Chief Architect! 

Jesus knows how His church should be built and what it should look like. Afterall, He is the Head of the church. Right? Well, of course He is:

 “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 

 For the husband is head of the wife, as also CHRIST 

 IS HEAD OF THE CHURCH; and He is the Savior of the body.” 

 - Ephesians 5:22-23 NKJV

 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, 

 THE CHURCH, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. “

 - Colossians 1:17-18 NKJV 

Being that Jesus Christ is the Head of the church, He knows how He wants it to be established, constructed and what it should look like upon its completion. Afterall, He is the one that is putting it together! 

But you know what else? 

Jesus Christ can and will  “put together”  the things in our lives that are out of order as well if we let Him. 

If your marriage is out of order, let Him put it together! If your finances are out of order, let Him put them together! If your health, job situations and circumstances are out of order, let Him put them together! If your relationships are out of order, let Him put them together! 

And yes, if your church or ministry is out of order, let Him put it together! 

IT IS SUPPOSED TO BE THIS, BUT YOU 

HAVE MADE IT THAT! 

When it comes to the order of God for His church, check out what Jesus, the Head of the church had to say about it in the following passage of scripture:

 “And He said to them, “It is written, ‘MY HOUSE 

 SHALL BE called a house of prayer,’ BUT YOU 

 HAVE MADE IT a ‘den of thieves.’” 

 - Matthew 21:13 NKJV

In this text, Jesus went to the temple and found that it was filled with money changers and people who were there for everything and for every other reason but for God. 

They were selling all types of merchandise and doves for sacrifices to such a degree that Jesus had to drive them out (Matthew 21:12). 

In the process of running out those who were irreverent towards the house of God, Jesus makes a powerful statement when He said; ‘ MY HOUSE 

 SHALL BE  called a house of prayer,’ BUT YOU HAVE 

 MADE IT  a ‘den of thieves. ’

Did you catch the revelation from those two underlined statements?  In other words, Jesus was telling them that the house of God  “should be this” ; a house of prayer, but  “you made it that” ; a den of thieves. 

Wow! 

One of the things that we must be so cautious about when it comes to building the house of God (local church), is that we do not turn it into something that He never intended for or designed it to be. 

That is easily done if we are following our own views, concepts, and images of what the church should look like and how it should operate opposed to God’s prescribed pattern and plan for the church that is established in the word of God. 

In the church world today, one of the many buzz words that is constantly being thrown around is the word, “relevant.”  The implication is that if the church does not learn how to change with the times or adapt itself within an ever-changing society, it will eventually die off. 

Oftentimes, in the pursuit of maintaining some sense of relevancy, many pastors pick up, adopt, and run with a variety of the latest fads, gimmicks, or the coolest casual dress look or the hottest teaching message from their favorite televangelists that may be sweeping the nation and hitting the church at a given time. 

To me, we must be careful of all that sudden change, because it could demonstrate a lack of identity (which comes from Christ) of who God has called the leader to be. 

Leaders such as this tend to quickly walk away from their original assignment to pick up the assignment of someone else because it seems to be more appealing to 

the masses. 

Sadly, leaders such as this may also attempt to use the assignment of another to draw or attract more people to their facilities and it becomes nothing more than their being easily tossed about with every wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14). 

Like David, who was about to battle Goliath with something that he was not accustomed to and that was not him (Saul’s armor), we as church leaders must discern who we are in the kingdom of God and then cast off the assignment or armor of others to embrace our own:

 “So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail. David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, FOR HE HAD NOT TESTED THEM. 

 And David said to Saul, “I CANNOT WALK WITH 

 THESE, FOR I HAVE NOT TESTED THEM. ” 

 SO DAVID TOOK THEM OFF.  Then he took his staff in his hand; and HE CHOSE FOR HIMSELF 

 FIVE SMOOTH STONES FROM THE BROOK, 

 AND PUT THEM IN A SHEPHERD’S BAG, IN 

 A POUCH WHICH HE HAD, AND HIS SLING 

 WAS IN HIS HAND.  And he drew near to the Philistine. “

 - I Samuel 17:38-40 NKJV 

When it comes to the church and how it is to be built unfortunately, there are many 21st century ministries that have begun to stray away from the scripturally sound  principles, precepts,  and  patterns  that God has set forth and prescribed in His word for how His house is to be established for Him. 

THE REMOVAL OF OLD LANDMARKS 

- DON’T DO IT! 

The once sacred church practices of old are now being viewed as archaic and antiquated teaching. Many of today’s Christian leaders have begun to sound more like motivational speakers than genuine preachers of righteousness. 

They come across more philosophically than prophetically! 

Their talking points through their message or speech are heavily dipped with humanistic philosophies and eloquent speech (nothing wrong with being educated) that draw attention away from the true and living vine-Jesus Christ and have no power (I Corinthians 2:4). 

Then, I have personally noticed that over the past 

several years that some churches have transitioned to removing the large crosses that were on the walls in the background to now having their walls painted darkly with the addition of LED screens and multiple strobing lights across the platform to be more  “seeker-friendly.” 

Now, let me be clear.  I am not against the use of technology to spread the gospel, not at all!  I get the concept that the  “methods”  to communicate the gospel will change but the  “message”  of Christ will remain the same. I get it! I really do! 

The thought behind my previous statements is that we cannot throw the baby of sound doctrine and biblical  principles, patterns,  and  precepts set forth for the church out with the bath water, so to speak, in our attempts to remain relevant in a culture and society that is constantly changing and not for the better. 

The scriptures remind us about not removing our old landmarks:

 “DO NOT REMOVE THE ANCIENT LAND-

 MARK Which your fathers have set.” 

  – Proverbs 22:28 NKJV

Anytime we choose to do away with the old landmarks that got the church to this point to follow our own patterns and plans instead of God’s, that 

becomes a recipe for disaster! So, do not do it! 

The pattern for building the church comes from God not from one’s position, title, or tag that they may possess and not even by their tenure or length of spiritual service in the kingdom of God. 

Once again, let me say, that the Lord is the one that gives the leader the “pattern”  for the church that He desires to be established to reach a particular city, or region for the kingdom of God. 

It was God that gave Noah the pattern for the ark  (Genesis 6:9-16). And, then He gave Moses the pattern for the Tabernacle. Notice how God told Moses to build the tabernacle:

 “And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. ACCORDING TO ALL THAT I 

 SHOW YOU, THAT IS, THE PATTERN OF THE 

 TABERNACLE AND THE PATTERN OF ALL 

 ITS FURNISHINGS, just so you shall make it. “

 - Exodus 25:8-9 NKJV

God told Moses that He wanted him to build 

 “according to all that I show you, that is, the pattern…” 

If the church is to be successful within this ever-changing society and if it is to be everything that God 

wants it to be in the earth, it must be built according to His due order and pattern and not our own. 

 “Our biggest failure is our failure to see patterns.” 

 ~ Marilyn Ferguson, Author

AFTER THE DUE ORDER

When it comes to following the plans and patterns of God, there has always been a particular scripture that has intrigued me over the years. Always! It is one that has also become more magnified to me over the past few years. 

Personally, the Lord has been dealing with me about it in conjunction with His calling on my life to the Apostleship.  It is connected to my heavenly assignment and mandate that He placed on my life when He formed me in my mother’s womb ( Jeremiah 1:5). 

That assignment is to “REINFORCE AND TO 

REAFFIRM” the foundation of the church-Jesus Christ! That is my kingdom assignment and message as an Apostle in the Lord’s church. 

As a result, when I read certain scriptures such as the one that I am about to present to you, things start making even more sense to me. Here it is:

 “For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that WE SOUGHT 

 HIM NOT AFTER THE DUE ORDER. ” 

 - I Chronicles 15:13 KJV

This text comes in on the heels of the Lord striking down a man by the name of Uzzah. What was Uzzah’s crime that was punishable by death? On the surface, it appears as though the Lord had a moment of anger over a harmless and innocent action.  But was it really? 

Let us dig into it a little further:

 “So THEY SET THE ARK OF GOD ON A NEW 

 CART, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.  And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went before the ark.  Then David and all the house of Israel played music before the LORD on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals.” 

 “And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, 

 UZZAH PUT OUT HIS HAND TO THE ARK 

 OF GOD AND TOOK HOLD OF IT, FOR THE 

 OXEN STUMBLED. 7 THEN THE ANGER OF 

 THE LORD WAS AROUSED AGAINST UZZAH, 

 AND GOD STRUCK HIM THERE FOR HIS 

 ERROR; AND HE DIED THERE BY THE ARK 

 OF GOD. And David became angry because of the LORD’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah to this day. “

 - I Samuel 6:3-8 NKJV

David was bringing the Ark of the Covenant back into the camp. Once the Ark had reached Nacon’s threshing floor it may have evidently begun to shake and wobble. 

To prevent it from falling to the ground, Uzzah reached out his hand to stabilize it and then God struck him down! 

Fear hits David and he refuses to bring the Ark of the Covenant into the camp until he received an answer from the Lord about what happened. Why did God end Uzzah’s life over that incident? 

Well, when looking at the text, there are a few discrepancies in their actions which did not coincide with God’s will or  “pattern”  for how the Ark of the Covenant was to be transported. 

The text here said that they put the Ark of the Covenant on a “new cart.” 

Now, was that God’s original mode of transportation for the Ark? Of course not! 

Like most of us, instead of following God’s prescribed order, they went about doing things in their own way. 

 “And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then THE SONS OF 

 KOHATH SHALL COME TO CARRY THEM; but  THEY SHALL NOT TOUCH ANY HOLY 

 THING, LEST THEY DIE.  “These are the things in THE TABERNACLE OF MEETING WHICH 

 THE SONS OF KOHATH ARE TO CARRY.  “

 - Numbers 4:15 NKJV

The first error that was made was that the men decided to put the Ark of the Covenant on a new cart when the “order”  of God was for it to be carried by the priests. 

The second error that was made was when Uzzah reached out his hand to touch the Ark of the Covenant to keep it from falling when the Lord instructed them not to touch any holy thing or they would die. Do you see it now? 

IS IT “GOOD” OR IS IT “GOD?” 

You see, Uzzah was attempting to do a good thing but not God’s way and he paid the ultimate price for it with his life. 

That story had me thinking.  I wonder how many 

“good” things have you attempted to do for the Lord throughout your life and even perhaps throughout your time in ministry that have not turned out well? I know that I have had quite a few apples out of that bag. 

The problem with our doing something that is merely “good”  is that it has one too many letter “O’s” 

in its spelling. We must learn how to remove an “O” to discern the difference between what is “good” versus what is “God.”  

In other words, when it comes to life, but building a church in general, we want to do the “God-thing”  

and not just attempt to do a “good-thing.” 

There are far too many church leaders that are constantly pursuing the “good”  things that they think or assume builds a church  (i.e., marketing strategies, gimmicks, games, schemes, seeker-friendly messages, certain dress attire, removal of crosses from the sanctuary etc.). 

Is there a chance that all that was just shared in 

this writing, may be one of the major downfalls of many churches today regardless of that church’s  size,  stature, 

or  status in  society? 

Some of those forementioned things are nice and may add value to some degree when establishing a church, but we are to mainly seek after the heart and mind of God for His  “pattern,”  and  “order”  in building His church. 

It all starts with the foundation. 

Chapter   2

A Church with the 

Proper Foundation

 “You can’t build a great building on a weak foundation. 

 You must have a solid foundation if you’re going to have a strong superstructure.” 

- Gordon B. Hinckley, Religious Leader & Author Everything that we need to know about the type of church that Jesus builds is contained within Matthew 16:18-19. So, for the next few chapters I will highlight a few principles from this pericope. 

The first thing that we will discover about the type of church that Jesus builds is that it has the proper 

 foundation. 

The word  proper  means:  that which is appropriate and suited for some purpose. And the word  foundation 

means:  a stone or concrete structure that supports a building 

 from underneath (www.merriam-webster.com).  

Now, notice what Jesus said to Peter in his dialogue with him about the type of church that He is building:

 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and ON THIS 

 ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

 – Matthew 16:18a NKJV

The church that Jesus is putting together has been, is and must continue to be built on Himself! This “rock”  

that Jesus was referring to when speaking to Peter was Himself and not Peter as the Catholic church promotes and teach. 

Peter’s name in the Greek is  “petros”  meaning:  a small pebble or stone that can be easily tossed, shaken, or thrown.  So, Peter cannot be the foundation on which the church is built. 

Jesus Christ-Himself is the “rock”  or the 

“foundation”  that His church is to be established upon:

 “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I HAVE LAID THE 

 FOUNDATION, AND ANOTHER BUILDS ON 

 IT.  But LET EACH ONE TAKE HEED HOW HE 

 BUILDS ON IT.  For NO OTHER FOUNDATION 

 CAN ANYONE LAY THAN THAT WHICH IS 

 LAID, WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST. ” 

 - I Corinthians 3:10-11 NKJV

The Apostle Paul stated that he had laid the foundation but then notice what else he said,  “let each 

 one take heed how he builds on it.”  My goodness! How have we missed this over the years when constructing the church? 

The church that Jesus is putting together is not one that is built on the personalities, popularity, or the charisma of men. Nor is it one that depends on the humanistic philosophies or the eloquence of men, their gimmicks, games, schemes, hustles or the latest Christian fads that are running wild across segments of the church worldwide. No! 

The foundation for the church has already been laid which is none other than Jesus Christ! However, we must be careful of how we build upon Him. We must build the church according to His word, His will, and His way! 

I cannot stress that enough in this writing. 

Let us dive into a few more passages of scripture that reveals that Jesus Christ is the rock on which the church ( regardless of its name, affiliation, or 

 denominational association) is to be built upon. 

When God led the Hebrews out of Egypt, He had Moses to strike a rock to bring water out of it to provide refreshment and nourishment to the people on their journey through the wilderness:

 “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and YOU SHALL STRIKE THE ROCK, 

 AND WATER WILL COME OUT OF IT, that the people may drink.” 

 – Exodus 17:6 NKJV

Then, on another occasion God tells Moses to 

“speak”  to the rock and it would bring forth water but instead of speaking to the rock he “struck” the rock, not once but twice:

 “Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. SPEAK TO THE ROCK BEFORE 

 THEIR EYES, AND IT WILL YIELD ITS 

 WATER;  thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals.” So Moses took the rod from before the LORD 

 as He commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels! MUST WE BRING 

 WATER FOR YOU OUT OF THIS ROCK? ” 

 THEN MOSES LIFTED HIS HAND AND 

 STRUCK THE ROCK TWICE WITH HIS ROD; 

 AND WATER CAME OUT ABUNDANTLY,  and the congregation and their animals drank.” 

 – Numbers 20:7-11 NKJV

It is imperative that we learn how to follow the instructions of God. 

Moses strikes the rock two times instead of speaking to the rock as God commanded him and that act of disobedience cost and prevented Moses from entering the promise land (Deuteronomy 34:1-4). 

Now, let us resume our travelling to the New Testament for a little more clarity about that interesting rock that God used to bring water to the Hebrews while they were journeying through the wilderness:

 “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For THEY 

 DRANK OF THAT SPIRITUAL ROCK THAT 

 FOLLOWED THEM, and THAT ROCK WAS 

 CHRIST. ” 

 - I Corinthians 10:1-4 NKJV

Did we just read that right? Absolutely! 

The rock that gave the Hebrews water followed them during their journey in the wilderness. That means, that whenever they would pack up their camp to continue their journey during their exodus from Egypt; a pillar of cloud led them by day, and a pillar of fire guided them by night and on top of that, a rock followed them to give them water (Exodus  13:21-22). 

Wow! Now, that is mind-blowing! 

The text reveals to us that the rock that followed them was none other than Jesus Christ! But come on, let us keep trekking within the scriptures a little further:

 “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, JESUS 

 CHRIST HIMSELF BEING THE CHIEF 

 CORNERSTONE, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,  in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” 

 – Ephesians 2:19-22 NKJV 

Remember earlier, when I said that I have a few 

of many scriptures in the Bible that are my favorites? 

Well, this happens to be one of them. Big time! 

The Apostle Paul told the believers in Ephesus that they were “built”  on the “foundation”  of the apostles and prophets, but wait for it; and that,  Jesus 

 Christ Himself was the Chief Cornerstone! 

Man! I am so fired up right now that I could bite the back off this book that is in your hands. Goodness! 

Why? Because Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone! 

Let me say that again. Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone! 

The word cornerstone in this text is the Greek word,  “akrogoniaios”  meaning t hat which is placed at an extreme corner, or the corner foundation stone. It also means,  the important stone for building a proper foundation. 

In relation to architecture, according to an article on newstudioarchitecture.com titled  “Architectural 

 Cornerstones: The Meaning, History and Intent,”  a cornerstone is traditionally the first stone laid for a structure, with all other stones laid in reference. 

A cornerstone marks the geographical location by orienting a building in a specific direction. 

While the article goes on to give the history and intent or purpose of a cornerstone, it is the last part of the above-mentioned statement from the article along with the Greek meaning for cornerstone that we just discovered that is pertinent to us and our subject matter. 

The cornerstone was used to set the pattern for building a structure. It was the first thing that was established before the building project could begin, and was the starting point that set the course or direction for how the building was to be constructed. 

The cornerstone was also a  “master”  stone from which all the other stones were cut from. The  “master” 

stone was sturdy, tested and tried and perfect in its dimensions on all sides. 

If the masons were to cut the stones from one another instead of cutting them from the  “master” 

stone, the dimensions would be off, and the foundation of the structure would be faulty. 

The same thing can be said about the church! 

The more we refuse to build the church according to the pattern that God has set forth and established in His word, we get further away from the dimensions of the original cornerstone and its true foundation. When that happens, the church starts to look nothing like the 

original cornerstone-Jesus Christ. 

THE FOUNDATION IS CRITICAL! 

A church must be built on the proper foundation! 

It is not to be built on the personality of the pastor or church leaders, not by catchy slogans, mottos, or phrases, not by the latest Christian fads or trendy ideas that are sweeping the nation at the time, not by only teaching feel-good messages and avoiding the more thought-provoking, challenging, or behavior correcting ones. 

If the foundation of the church is not Jesus Christ; then it is a matter of time before it begins to lose its effectiveness in the earth. Therefore, its foundation is critical! 

 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “I will cause a stormy wind to break forth in My fury; and there shall be a flooding rain in My anger, and great hailstones in fury to consume it. So I will break down the wall you have plastered with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, SO THAT ITS FOUNDATION 

 WILL BE UNCOVERED;  it will fall, and you shall be consumed in the midst of it. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 – Ezekiel 13:13-14 NKJV

 “Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like: He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and LAID THE 

 FOUNDATION ON THE ROCK. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, AND COULD NOT SHAKE IT, FOR IT 

 WAS FOUNDED ON THE ROCK.  But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth WITHOUT A FOUNDATION, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.” 

 – Luke 6:47-49 NKJV 

Having a solid foundation is vital to every aspect of our personal lives (i.e., family, faith, and finances etc.). 

But for the church? It is an absolute necessity. 

As a matter of fact, the word of God is full of scriptures that speak to the importance of the cornerstone and foundations  (Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 

 28:16, Zechariah 10:4). 

When a church’s foundation is Jesus Christ, it cannot and will not  fail, fracture, fragment or  faulter, 

but it will remain  f ixed, f irm,  and  fortif ied. 

 “The True Church can never fail. For it is based upon a rock.” 

    

 ~ T.S. Eliot/Poet & Playwright
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Chapter   3

A Church with the 

Proper Fortification

 “If you entrench yourself behind strong fortifications, you compel the enemy to seek a solution elsewhere.” 

- Carl von Clausewitz, Prussian General

 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and THE GATES OF 

 HADES SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT. ” 

 – Matthew 16:18b NKJV

The next characteristic of the type of church that Jesus Christ builds that we will discover from our foundation pericope is that it has the proper fortification. 

The word,  fortify means:  to establish a defensive wall, to surround and to protect a place against an attack 

(www.merriam-webster.com). 

Jesus stated that the church that He is putting together is one that can withstand the attacks and the onslaughts of the adversary who comes to  steal, kill and to  destroy ( John 10:10).  

When the church is built Jesus’ way, the plans, plots, and ploys of the enemy will have no power against it because the spirit of the Lord lifts a standard against our adversary:

 “So shall they fear The name of the LORD from the west, And His glory from the rising of the  sun; WHEN 

 THE ENEMY COMES IN LIKE A FLOOD, 

 THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL LIFT UP A 

 STANDARD AGAINST HIM. ” 

 – Isaiah 59:19 NKJV

For centuries, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ has come under attack and has endured severe scrutiny; however, even more recently, it had to continue to persevere during the coronavirus pandemic of 2020 

that ushered in with it what I like to call an “anti-building” philosophy. 

During the heat or peak of the pandemic in 2020, we, church leaders had to adapt to providing our congregations with online virtual services. Something 

that was completely new (to a degree) to all of us. 

While social media provided excellent platforms such as Facebook LIVE, Instagram LIVE, Stream Yard, Go-To-Meeting, Zoom, YouTube, etc., for us to continue to spread the word of God, those avenues have never been God’s sole design for His church. Not at all! 

They were just supplementary and temporary solutions until we were able to come back together in our facilities once again when the pandemic tapered off. 

God’s best and will for His church has always been and will forever be for it to  “assemble”  together as a congregation:

 “NOT FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLING OF 

 OURSELVES TOGETHER, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 – Hebrews 10:25 NKJV

 “I will declare Your name to My brethren; IN THE 

 MIDST OF THE ASSEMBLY I WILL PRAISE 

 YOU.  MY PRAISE SHALL BE OF YOU IN THE 

 GREAT ASSEMBLY;  I will pay My vows before those who fear Him.” 

  – Psalm 22:22, 25 NKJV

 “I WILL GIVE YOU THANKS IN THE GREAT 

 ASSEMBLY;  I will praise You among many people.” 

 – Psalm 35:18 NKJV

God’s desire has always been for His church to meet weekly in a physical location-a building of some kind (i.e., homes, hotels, plazas, suites, theaters, community centers or free-standing etc. ). 

NICE TRY DEVIL

During the time of the pandemic of 2020, I noticed that one of the major humanistic philosophies that began to surface was that the  “church is not the building 

 but the people.” 

Let me just say for the record, that in and of itself, that statement is not wrong at all. The church is the people and not a physical building; however, that statement sinisterly surfaced and intensified during the church’s most vulnerable state ( i.e., restrictions on building capacity and gatherings due to social distancing guidelines) in which it had to learn how to quickly adapt and to adjust itself by establishing more of an online or virtual presence to continue to spread the word of God to its absent congregations. 

Again, while that statement was truthful, the 

 “anti-building”  movement (against the church having a 

physical place to assemble) that was birthed during the pandemic of 2020 was motivated by the wrong spirit and rooted in the doctrine of demons (Luke 9:52-56). 

 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times 

 SOME WILL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, 

 GIVING HEED TO DECEIVING SPIRITS AND 

 DOCTRINES OF DEMONS. ” 

 – I Timothy 4:1 NKJV

While I can agree wholeheartedly that the pandemic of 2020 may have reawakened the church to the commission of ministering to people beyond its four walls; we must never forget that it is what takes place within the four walls of the church (teaching, training, and trusting the people in the things of God) that gives it the ability, authority, and power to represent the kingdom of God beyond its walls. 

That is a revelation of a difference! 

I firmly believe and sense in my heart that the statement was designed to subtly diminish the relevancy of the body of Christ having a sanctified, holy, and designated house of worship for the church-the people of God to meet, to learn of God with a community of likeminded people (II Peter 1:1). 

Now let us see the Psalmist’s desire about a physical 

building known as the house of God, shall we? 

 “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE 

 OF THE LORD Forever.” 

 – Psalm 23:6 NKJV 

 “ONE THING I HAVE DESIRED OF THE 

 LORD, THAT WILL I SEEK: THAT I MAY 

 DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL 

 THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His temple.” 

 – Psalm 24:7 NKJV

Jesus also expresses a desire and affection for a physical building also known as the house of God:

 “THEN JESUS WENT INTO THE TEMPLE OF 

 GOD and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 13 And He said to them, “It is written, ‘MY HOUSE SHALL 

 BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER, ’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” 

 - Matthew 21:12-13 NKJV

David and Jesus both had a love for the physical house of God. How about you? 

Interestingly, I also noticed that the anti-building spirit was being sanctioned within the Body of Christ by popular social media ministers of the gospel, and it caused the masses to begin to regurgitate it along with other subversive catch phrases, mottos, tag lines and cliches that were quickly adopted because they sound good without being scripturally sound. 

When we truly know the heart of the Father and understand the type of church that Jesus Christ is building, we recognize and realize that there is no weapon that could ever destroy the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In other words, nice try devil! 

 “PEOPLE WILL MAKE WEAPONS TO FIGHT 

 AGAINST YOU, BUT THEIR WEAPONS WILL 

 NOT DEFEAT YOU.  Some people will say things against you, but anyone who speaks against you will be proved wrong.” 

 – Isaiah 54:17 ERV

THE SATANIC TRIFECTA AGAINST 

THE CHURCH

Now, I want to keep this writing extremely simple. 

It is not designed to be a dissertation but an observation 

about the church that has come from my personal experience of pastoring for nearly 30 years. 

While there are numerous strategies, tactics, and weapons that the adversary of Jesus Christ and His church devises and constantly hurls its way, there are three that he (adversary) constantly uses and that are intertwined and designed to work together for the downfall of a church. They are:

1. DIVISIONS

2. DISSENSIONS

3. DISTRACTIONS

One of the main tactics, strategies, and weapons that Satan uses against the church is divisions. 

His (Satan’s) goal is to keep the church warring against itself not only over doctrinal differences but even the most trivial and minute issues (I Corinthians 11:18). 

 “For you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and DIVISIONS AMONG YOU, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal?” 

 – I Corinthians 3:3-4 NKJV

The word of God is extremely clear and focused when it comes to how we are to avoid divisions within the body of God. That remedy? 

The church is to come together as one and to 

“speak the same thing.” 

 “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, THAT YOU ALL SPEAK 

 THE SAME THING, and THAT THERE BE 

 NO DIVISIONS AMONG YOU, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

 – I Corinthians 1:10 NKJV

If the church remains in conflict and detained with battles from within, and constantly warring and being divided against itself, it can never truly walk in its God-given and God-ordained power and authority to wreak havoc on the kingdom of darkness. 

 “But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: 

 “EVERY KINGDOM DIVIDED AGAINST 

 ITSELF IS BROUGHT TO DESOLATION, AND 

 EVERY CITY OR HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST 

 ITSELF WILL NOT STAND. ” 

 – Matthew 12:25 NKJV

Another tactic that Satan uses against the church 

is dissension. 

Dissension is a kissing cousin of division. 

Satan’s goal with dissension or strong disagreements, contention, and discord is to keep the members of the body of Christ squabbling, bickering, and fighting over differences of opinions, not over Christology, Soteriology, but oftentimes Pneumatology-the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

Once an individual is set on getting his or her way within the local church, it is a major recipe for distrust, division and causes the people to go in different directions opposed to working together as one to reach and achieve a common goal (Proverbs 13:10). 

Unfortunately, it was dissension that got the better of Paul and Barnabas and it caused a major riff and separation between this dynamic duo:

 “Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing.” NOW BARNABAS WAS 

 DETERMINED TO TAKE WITH THEM JOHN 

 CALLED MARK.  But PAUL INSISTED THAT 

 THEY SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH THEM THE 

 ONE WHO HAD DEPARTED FROM THEM 

 IN PAMPHYLIA, AND HAD NOT GONE 

 WITH THEM TO THE WORK.  THEN THE 

 CONTENTION BECAME SO SHARP THAT 

 THEY PARTED FROM ONE ANOTHER.  And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;  but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren to the grace of God.  And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.” 

 – Acts 15:36-41 NKJV

Then, to finish up his trifecta, Satan uses distractions to hinder the productivity of the church’s main mission which is to continue to take territory and to expand the kingdom of God upon the earth. 

This tactic of the enemy is extremely effective because it comes in a variety of forms that are both subtle and then not so subtle. They range from our being negatively criticized or receiving judgmental words of doubt, fear, and unbelief from others about what God has called us to do individually or what He has called the church to do collectively. 

We must have discernment concerning the purpose of these subtle distractions because they come for one major reason alone; to cause the work of God in our lives and the church to cease.  Nehemiah understood this:

 “Now it happened when Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall, and that there were no breaks left in it (though at that time I had not hung the doors in the gates), that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, 

 “Come, let us meet together among the villages in the plain of Ono.” But they thought to do me harm. So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I AM DOING A 

 GREAT WORK, SO THAT I CANNOT COME 

 DOWN. WHY SHOULD THE WORK CEASE 

 while I leave it and go down to you?” 

 - Nehemiah 6:1-3 NKJV

For the church to remain effective in the 21st century, it must be aware of these various tactics and schemes that its foe attempts to use to prohibit the kingdom of God from advancing. 

One of the greatest things going for the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is that He has already given it and we-the members of the body of Christ the victory over the enemy and therefore, nothing can stop the mighty move of God through His church. 

 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO STAND 

 AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL. For 

 we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE 

 TO WITHSTAND IN THE EVIL DAY, AND 

 HAVING DONE ALL, TO STAND.” 

 - Ephesians 6:10-13 NKJV

 “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. 

 And  THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT HAS 

 OVERCOME THE WORLD—OUR FAITH.” 

 – I John 5:4 NKJV

 “Though the church has many critics, it has no rivals.” 

 ~ Anonymous
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Chapter   4

A Church with the 

Proper Finalization

& Function

 “The Church is not an automobile showroom - a place to put ourselves on display so that others can admire our spirituality, capacity, or prosperity. It is more like a service center, where vehicles in need of repair come for maintenance and rehabilitation.” 

- Dieter F. Uchtdorf, German Aviator

 “And I WILL GIVE YOU THE KEYS OF THE 

 KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, and WHATEVER 

 YOU BIND ON EARTH WILL BE BOUND IN 

 HEAVEN,  and WHATEVER YOU LOOSE ON 

 EARTH WILL BE LOOSED IN HEAVEN. ” 

 – Matthew 16:19 NKJV

Again, everything that we need to know about 

the type of church that Jesus Christ is building are contained within the pericope of Matthew 16:18-19. 

The final element of the church that Jesus is putting together is its finalization/function. 

The word, “finalization”  means:  to give final sanction, authorization and approval to something or someone.  The word “function” means:   an activity or purpose natural to or intended for a person or thing.  It also means  one’s proper work or purpose and the power of acting in a specific way (www.merriam-webster.com). 

The church that Jesus is putting together is sanctioned, approved of, and authorized by Him and it has a purpose. 

Jesus told Peter, that He would give him the “Keys to the Kingdom.” 

Keys are a representation of authority! 

That means that the person that has them in their possession has the legal right to enter a facility ( i.e., a home, building, car etc. ) or to lock others out of something. 

When it comes to the church, oddly, there are many people that assume that just because they have accumulated some knowledge of the Bible that they are 

called to pastor or establish a church. 

Individuals like this oftentimes believe that because they have established a presence or following online using virtual media platforms ( i.e., Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube etc. ) during the pandemic of 2020, that it is a qualifier that they have been gifted, graced, anointed, appointed, authorized, and called by God to establish a church. 

Nothing could be further from the truth.  Listen to me, please!  I am trying to save many from heartache and heart burn and wasted time in this area. 

For the record, if you are one that has a burning desire or passion to start a church or to ascend to some form of spiritual leadership within the church that desire in and of itself is not a bad thing:

 “This is a faithful saying: IF A MAN DESIRES 

 THE POSITION OF A BISHOP, HE DESIRES 

 A GOOD WORK. ” 

 – I Timothy 3:1 NKJV

Desiring the office of a Bishop or church leader is a good work, however, the text never says that the one desiring that work would be called to do it. 

One of the things that we fail to realize when it 

comes starting a church is the fact that God does not allow or authorize just anyone or everyone that has a desire to build Him a house, even though it is a noble cause. 

No sir and no ma’am! 

Lacking that insight and revelation may also be a major contributing factor as to why so many churches unfortunately have either failed to gain traction and get off the ground or just ended up closing their doors all together. 

In those scenarios, could it be, or is it possible, that the ones who set out to start a church were never truly sanctioned or authorized by God to do so? Is that a possibility that must be explored? I think so. 

 “Now it came to pass, when David was dwelling in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD is under tent curtains.” Then Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in your heart, for God is with you.” But it happened that night that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, “Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: “YOU SHALL 

 NOT BUILD ME A HOUSE TO DWELL IN. ” 

 – I Chronicles 17:1-4 NKJV

 “Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Hear me, my brethren and my people: I HAD IT IN MY 

 HEART TO BUILD A HOUSE of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God, AND HAD MADE PREPARATIONS 

 TO BUILD IT. 3 But GOD SAID TO ME, ‘YOU 

 SHALL NOT BUILD A HOUSE FOR MY 

 NAME, because you have been a man of war and have shed blood.’ “

 – I Chronicles 28:2-3 NKJV

David had a desire to build God a house, but God refused him. And sadly, we must acknowledge that there are and have been thousands of people over the years that also were not sanctioned by God to build Him a house (church), but they attempted to do so anyway and it never materialized in the manner or to the degree that they assumed it would. 

Instead of reaping the blessings from a legitimate and authentic call of God to establish a church, they were met with extreme disappoints, constant frustrations, let downs, setbacks, hard times and consistent financial fiascos. 

While being obvious to others but oblivious to the one attempting to build a house for God, there was no grace or “oil” (of the Holy Spirit) upon their lives for 

the task. 

Now, I know that is an extremely hard pill for most saints to swallow and a difficult concept for them to come to grips with, but the word of God stands on its own and is truth all by itself (Romans 3:4; John 17:17). 

So, have you ever asked yourself the question,  “Why 

 are there so many start-up ministries on every corner of 

 our cities and has God called all of them to build Him a 

 house?” 

I believe that there as so many of them because it stems from our living in a day and time when people are so easily offended and anxious for some type of recognition and authority within the church setting. 

While some people are genuinely sincere in their pursuit of being all that God has called them to be, there are far too many people with insincere and tainted motives who crave being viewed by others as someone great in the kingdom of God, and they are attention-seekers and desire to draw attention to themselves and to lord over the people of God:

 “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; NOR AS BEING LORDS 

 OVER THOSE ENTRUSTED TO YOU, but being 

 examples to the flock.” 

 – I Peter 5:2-3 NKJV

Simply put, many of the people that fall into that category are filled with pride and selfish motives when it comes to the church.  As Tupac Shakur once sang; they want, “All Eyez on Me!” 

Instead of submitting themselves to their pastor or spiritual covering, as Jesus submitted Himself to the ministry of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17), they refuse to trust in their leadership’s discernment to know if they are called or not and if so, when it is the right time for them to be released or launched out into some form of ministry to the body of Christ. 

Being anxious these types of people view “waiting” 

time as “wasted” time opposed to seeing it as their time of preparation for the mission. 

 “TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON, A time for every purpose under heaven:” 

  - Ecclesiastes 3:1 NKJV

 “If you’re still waiting for it, it means that you’re not yet ready for it… whatever “it” is…so stop looking at waiting as a punishment and start looking at it as preparation!” 

 ~ Mandy Hale, Author

Individuals that are not submitted to the spiritual authority in their life fail to follow the biblical principle of their calling being confirmed and released by their spiritual covering and instead, they rush out foolishly and hastily in pursuit of ministry. 

Even Jesus followed this pattern in that, it was His covering-His mother Mary, that knew when He was prepared and that it was time for Him to begin His earthly ministry:

 “On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 

 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” JESUS SAID TO HER, 

 “WOMAN, WHAT DOES YOUR CONCERN 

 HAVE TO DO WITH ME? MY HOUR HAS 

 NOT YET COME. ” His mother said to the servants, 

 “WHATEVER HE SAYS TO YOU, DO IT. ” 

 – John 2:1-5 NKJV

Although Jesus initially pushed back against Mary’s mentioning of the wedding party being out of wine; as His covering (she was His parent), she sensed that He was prepared and ready and that it was the appropriate time for Him to begin His earthly ministry and mission. 

I can personally relate to this. 

It was my father in the faith, Apostle/Bishop Nathaniel Holcomb that recognized and then released me into every aspect of ministry that I have been involved with over the years from 1988-2018. 

And even now, since his transition into glory (2018), my mother in the faith, Pastor Valerie Holcomb of the Cathedral of Central Texas/the Christian House of Prayer -Killeen, TX has done the same thing for me by affirming, consecrating, and releasing me into the office of an Apostle in the Lord’s church in 2021. 

Unfortunately, believers that refuse to submit themselves to some spiritual authority in their lives are captivated and led by their inner impulses and urges to defy God-given and proven patterns by attempting to push, promote, publicize and to make room for their gift instead of allowing their gift to make room for them. 

 “A MAN’S GIFT MAKES ROOM FOR HIM, And brings him before great men.” 

 – Proverbs 18:16 NKJV

I have never been one to push, promote or to publicize the gift that God has given me to teach, expound on and to explain the word of God with 

simplicity and acute clarity. 

On the contrary, my gift-that was given to me from God has always and is still making room for me. 

I find it interesting that the very thing that others fight so hard to obtain ( i.e., being invited to speak regularly at conferences, seminars, and church anniversaries and even notoriety etc. ) when it comes to the ministry, those things seem to come my way automatically without my even trying. 

My father in the faith once said to me;  “Magee! You 

 are like cream. Even though you are not trying to be seen 

 or push yourself out front, the Lord always magnif ies 

 you and causes you to rise to the top!” 

I have never forgotten that exhortation from him. 

Adopted by myself as a mindset, his words to me back then have served me well over the years and has given me the ability to wait on the Lord in every aspect of my life. 

For some, they are unwilling to wait on God and their leadership, and they venture out on their own and without the Father’s blessing or endorsement from heaven. What a shame! 

Interestingly, the scriptures reveal the true nature 

of their hearts:

 “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but BECAME 

 VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS, and their foolish heart was darkened.” 

  – Romans 1:21 NKJV

 “Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift IS LIKE 

 CLOUDS AND WIND WITHOUT RAIN.” 

 – Proverbs 25:14 NKJV

The principle from those two verses is that people that are self-seeking and self-promoting are nothing more than clouds without rain operating by vain imaginations and they run without having received a commission from God to do so. 

Notice this interesting story about someone else that was not commissioned, sanctioned, or authorized to carry the message but wanted to run to deliver King David some news anyway:

 “Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let me run now and take the news to the king, how the LORD 

 has avenged him of his enemies.”  And Joab said to him, “You shall not take the news this day, for you shall take the news another day. But today you shall take no news, because the king’s son is dead.”  Then Joab said 

 to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you have seen.” 

 So, the Cushite bowed himself to Joab and ran.  And 

 AHIMAAZ THE SON OF ZADOK said again to Joab, “But whatever happens, PLEASE LET ME 

 ALSO RUN after the Cushite.” So Joab said, “WHY 

 WILL YOU RUN, MY SON, SINCE YOU HAVE 

 NO NEWS READY? ”  “But whatever happens,” he said, “LET ME RUN.” SO HE SAID TO HIM, 

 “RUN.” Then AHIMAAZ RAN BY WAY OF THE 

 PLAIN, AND OUTRAN THE CUSHITE.   Now David was sitting between the two gates. And the watchman went up to the roof over the gate, to the wall, lifted his eyes and looked, and there was a man, running alone. 

 “Then the watchman cried out and told the king. 

 And the king said, “IF HE IS ALONE, THERE 

 IS NEWS IN HIS MOUTH.” And he came rapidly and drew near.  Then the watchman saw another man running, and the watchman called to the gatekeeper and said, “There is another man, running alone!” And the king said, “He also brings news.”  So the watchman said, “I THINK THE RUNNING OF THE FIRST 

 IS LIKE THE RUNNING OF AHIMAAZ THE 

 SON OF ZADOK.” AND THE KING SAID, “HE 

 IS A GOOD MAN, AND COMES WITH GOOD 

 NEWS. 

 So Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, “All is well!” 

 Then he bowed down with his face to the earth before the king, and said, “Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king! 

 “THE KING SAID, “IS THE YOUNG MAN 

 ABSALOM SAFE? ” Ahimaaz answered, “WHEN 

 JOAB SENT THE KING’S SERVANT AND ME 

 YOUR SERVANT, I SAW A GREAT TUMULT, 

 BUT I DID NOT KNOW WHAT IT WAS ABOUT. ” 

 And the king said, “Turn aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still.” 

 – II Samuel 18:19-30 NKJV

King David was eagerly awaiting to hear news about the status of his son, Absalom. 

Joab had commissioned the Cushite to run with the news; however, Ahimaaz thought that he would do a good thing and run to the king as well. He insisted to Joab that he would run to the king just like the Cushite had been commissioned to do. 

I love Joab’s response, he said to him; “Run!”  In other words, Joab was pretty much saying; “I have not sanctioned, authorized or commissioned you to bear the message to King David but since you want to jump out there and do your own thing-run with it! ” 

Upon his arrival and after being questioned by King David, Ahimaaz makes this interesting statement in verse 29 of the text:

 “When Joab SENT THE KING’S SERVANT and 

 ME YOUR SERVANT.” 

Wait! What did he say? I know he did not just say that Joab sent him, did he? 

Ahimaaz was not “sent”  by Joab, he just “went” 

out there on his own. When we fail to submit ourselves to the spiritual authority in our life, we too, become 

“went” ones as opposed to being “sent” ones by the Holy Spirit. 

 “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “WHOM 

 SHALL I SEND, And who will go for Us?” Then I said, “HERE AM I! SEND ME. ” 

 – Isaiah 6:8 NKJV

Sadly, I believe that the spirit of Ahimaaz ( running without being, commissioned or authorized) has been one of the major contributing factors as to why there are a plethora of these pop-up and start-up ministries that we all see saturating our towns and cities. 

I am sure that we all can acknowledge and testify to the fact as a witness that there is seemingly a church on 

every corner ( i.e., in plaza’s, suites, gymnasiums, libraries, conference centers, movie theaters, hotels, college campuses and even in funeral homes). 

I am not hating on anyone else’s call nor am I despising the myriad of churches that we all may see spread across the region in which we live. No!  Not at all!  I am focused on my own assignment. Trust me! 

Even though I am highlighting this specific and perhaps disheartening aspect of the church, I do take the same position as our Lord Jesus Christ did when the disciples mentioned that there were others who were not chosen with them baptizing and spreading the gospel in Jesus’ name. 

The Lord’s response to His disciples is my response to the multiple churches that I see throughout my city:

 “Now John answered and said, “MASTER, WE SAW 

 SOMEONE CASTING OUT DEMONS IN YOUR 

 NAME, AND WE FORBADE HIM BECAUSE 

 HE DOES NOT FOLLOW WITH US. ”  But Jesus said to him, “DO NOT FORBID HIM, FOR HE 

 WHO IS NOT AGAINST US IS ON OUR SIDE. ” 

 – Luke 9:49-50 NKJV

I feel the more churches we have in our communities representing the Lord and expanding the kingdom of 

God, the better the community will be. Hallelujah! 

However, regardless of a church’s denominational affiliation, it should be one that is God-ordained, God-given, God-sanctioned, and God-commissioned. 

Unfortunately, and sadly, many are not and it shows in a variety of forms. 

While no church is perfect, if it has the proper 

“finalization” and the proper “function” that comes from the Lord, it will be a place that God has chosen to put His name forever. 

When God chooses to place His name on a church being established it becomes His stamp or seal of approval that He is with the one building:

 “And it came to pass, when SOLOMON HAD 

 FINISHED BUILDING THE HOUSE OF THE 

 LORD and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he wanted to do,  that the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon.  And the LORD said to him: “I 

 HAVE HEARD YOUR PRAYER AND YOUR 

 SUPPLICATION THAT YOU HAVE MADE 

 BEFORE ME; I HAVE CONSECRATED THIS 

 HOUSE WHICH YOU HAVE BUILT TO PUT 

 MY NAME THERE FOREVER,  and My eyes and 

 My heart will be there perpetually.” 

 – I Kings 9:1-3 NKJV

IS GOD WITH YOU OR NOT? 

I have no doubt that many of you that are reading this brief work have heard the famous cliché of:  ‘Where 

 God guides, He provides.’ 

That is the absolute truth! 

If the Lord has instructed you to start a church, then you must know beyond a shadow of any doubt that He is with you to do so and to provide that church with what it needs to exist in the earth (Philippians 4:19). 

Now, unlike taking over an existing church or ministry (something that I had the privilege and honor of doing in Europe back in ’95), to establish a church from the ground up is no easy feat or task. Believe me! 

It is an assignment that requires extreme diligence, commitment, perseverance, focus, humility, patience, vision, tenacity, and faith. Oh, and some blood, sweat and many tears along the way. 

More importantly than all those wonderful elements needed in starting a church is the call and anointing of God upon your life to do so. In other 

words, the question that anyone who desires to start a church must honestly ask themselves and then to be honest about the answer is: “Is God with me in doing this, or not?” 

 “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; FOR NO ONE CAN DO THESE 

 SIGNS THAT YOU DO UNLESS GOD IS WITH 

 HIM. ” 

 – John 3:1-2 NKJV

That remains my number one question in my godly endeavors and pursuits for the kingdom of God: 

 “Is God with me in doing this, or not?” 

I can remember the time when, after pastoring a church in Europe for 8 years, that I began to sense the Lord speaking to my heart about relocating my family back to the United States and for us to begin “THE 

HOUSE” Church. 

Initially, we had a few wonderful families to relocate with us. 

The advantage of that was that they already knew my heart and had a desire to stay connected with me and Lilliette and to be a part of something that was 

greater than all of us. 

We began the ministry in my home and then eventually we would venture out into the community by meeting at various locations ( i.e., Chesapeake Conference Center, Norfolk State lecture rooms, Cedar Road Elementary school gymnasium and cafeteria etc. ). 

We had yet to obtain a location for worship, so the wonderful people that were with us had the arduous task of constantly setting up equipment and then breaking it down and storing it every week because we were merely, “tabernacling” and in transit. 

People would hear about the teaching of the word of God and our services via radio and then they would come but not stay, connect, or commit to the church or to my being their shepherd. Growth was scarce back then as well. Financially? We were doing okay but we wanted to see improvement in that area as well. What pastor would not? 

I cannot tell you how many times in the earlier season of establishing “THE HOUSE” Church that frustration tried to set in my heart. 

However, let me be clear on this point. I have never been frustrated at the call of God on my life. Absolutely not! My frustration was due to things moving a lot 

slower back home here in America than they had done for me when I pastored in Europe. 

I like to say, that my time in Europe was like having the Midas touch. It seemed like everything that I put my hands to do there for the kingdom of God exploded and magnified rapidly. However, back here in America? 

Things were moving slower than molasses. Real slow! 

No one was joining the church every week like I had been accustomed to seeing in Europe. Oftentimes, in Europe, multiple families would join at once in a service. But, again, here stateside, everything seemed to happen sporadically. 

My search to find a location for worship did not happen as quickly as it did on foreign soil either.  All of this was strange and new territory for me and something that I had not been accustomed to for 8 years pastoring in Europe. What a shock to my spiritual system and adjustment that had to be made in my life. 

When looking for a location for the church to worship, there were times when I would ride around all day long, in search for possible spots for the church to meet. I treated finding a building for worship as though it was a full-time job. 

I drove around my city and region from morning 

until the evening. Why? That was because I was operating from a biblical principle that states:

 “Ask, and it will be given to you; SEEK, AND YOU 

 WILL FIND; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and HE WHO SEEKS 

 FINDS, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” 

 – Matthew 7:7-8 NKJV

I knew what the Lord had called me to do. 

I believed it in my heart and yet, the frustrations, disappointments, doubts, ministry stagnation and even fear of failure at times would attempt to creep within me to consume my heart. 

The main question that I began to honestly ask myself was:  “Johnny! Did God really call you to start a 

 church in Virginia Beach, Virginia? Because, if He did, 

 where is the fruit, proof or evidence of it?” 

I wanted to know. No! I needed to know, that God was with me! 

I am not one nor have I ever been the type of person that will attempt to keep something that I am not called to do going, just for the sake of people addressing me as “Pastor.” That is not my heart or spirit whatsoever! 

I have the type of personality and temperament 

that causes me to want to know beyond the shadow of any doubt that it was the Lord that spoke to me in pursuing any endeavor for the kingdom of God. 

For me, I do not just rush out to do anything. I wait on God because I must know that I am not attempting to do something that sounds or looks good or merely was a figment of my imagination or something for vain glory. No! 

When establishing a church, the leader must know for certain that the presence of God is with him or her. 

Again, either God is, or God is not with you in that endeavor. It is really that simple!  And, Moses had a great understanding this:

 “Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me, 

 ‘Bring up this people.’ But YOU HAVE NOT LET 

 ME KNOW WHOM YOU WILL SEND WITH 

 ME. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’  Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, SHOW ME 

 NOW YOUR WAY, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.”  And He said, “MY PRESENCE 

 WILL GO WITH YOU, AND I WILL GIVE YOU 

 REST. ” 

 “Then he said to Him, “IF YOUR PRESENCE 

 DOES NOT GO WITH US, DO NOT BRING US 

 UP FROM HERE.  For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” 

 – Exodus 33:12-16 NKJV

TOKENS OF GOOD

One of the many things that I have learned over the years where ministry is concerned is that God has a way of giving us “tokens”  of good to show us that we are in His will and that He is with us and that we are on the right path-His path:

 “SHOW ME A SIGN FOR GOOD, that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed, Because You, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.” 

  – Psalm 86:17 NKJV

Whenever my frustrations would mount and even when I was tempted to walk away from the vision that God had placed in my heart to build Him a house in Virginia Beach, Virginia, He would send me a “token” 

of good to keep moving me along His path and plan for my life and the church. 

Perhaps, it came by way of a person who had heard me on the radio and came to a church service.  Maybe it came through a family joining the church because they had received a flyer about the church. 

A flyer, that to this day, my wife and I do not remember. However, that family is still with us years later and serving as Elders in the church. Glory to God! 

Then, there were the times when my wife would go to scrub the membership list of the names of individuals that we had not seen in weeks and months to update our church records. 

Once that happened, surprisingly, a few of them would return to the church and apologize for their lack of attendance and involvement and then vowing to be more committed. Amazing! 

I also remember the times when God would touch the hearts of individuals (and He still does to this day) to give large sums of finances to support the vision that He had given us for “THE HOUSE” Church in its early stages. 

I could mention story after story like these.  What was happening? 

God was giving me those “tokens” of good to prove to me that in principle, He was with me (in 

establishing Him a house), even as He was with my father in the faith, Apostle Nathaniel Holcomb who had also started his church, the Christian House of Prayer from the ground up as well. 

 “And the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, AS I WAS WITH MOSES, SO I WILL 

 BE WITH YOU. ” 

 – Joshua 3:7 NKJV

HELL’S GATES SHALL NOT PREVAIL

Finally, once a church has the proper foundation, fortification, and finalization, it will begin to function with kingdom authority! 

 “And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and THE GATES OF 

 HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.  And 

 I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE THE KEYS OF THE 

 KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: AND WHATSOEVER 

 THOU SHALT BIND ON EARTH SHALL BE 

 BOUND IN HEAVEN: AND WHATSOEVER 

 THOU SHALT LOOSE ON EARTH SHALL BE 

 LOOSED IN HEAVEN.” 

 – Matthew 16:18-19 KJV

The word, “prevail”  in this text is the Greek word, “Katischuo”  pronounced [kat·is·khoo·o’] which means:  to be strong to another’s detriment or to be superior in strength.  It also means:  to overcome or to be strong enough to defeat something or someone. 

Nothing is more superior than the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing and no one! Let that sink down deeply within your heart and spirit. 

Once a church has been commissioned by God to be built, established, or erected in a region, there is nothing that can fight against it and win! 

That church, regardless of its numerical size, will overcome the obstacles that its adversary hurls its way time and time again because God is with it and on its side:

 “What then shall we say to these things? IF GOD IS 

 FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?”  

 – Romans 8:31 NKJV

When God is with the man or woman of God 

that He has commanded to build Him a house, there is nothing that can withstand or prevent it from happening. Why? Because that church has been deputized and authorized to not only represent the kingdom of God in the earth, but to advance and to 

expand the kingdom of God by constantly taking new territory on its behalf. 

 “And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and ENLARGE MY 

 TERRITORY,  that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested.” 

 - I Chronicles 4:10 NKJV

 “ENLARGE THE PLACE OF YOUR TENT, And let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings; Do not spare; LENGTHEN YOUR CORDS, And 

 STRENGTHEN YOUR STAKES.   FOR YOU 

 SHALL EXPAND TO THE RIGHT AND TO 

 THE LEFT,  And your descendants will inherit the nations, And make the desolate cities inhabited.” 

 - Isaiah 54:2-3 NKJV

In pursuit of fulfilling its commission (Matthew 28:19), when it comes to the church, God has a way of causing the governmental, laws, rules, and regulations in a region to be changed, altered, or modified on behalf of its advancement. 

Being that God is on the move with that church, not only will it reach various areas and sectors of society and spread throughout its community just like leaven 

(Luke 13:21),  but it will be an extremely difficult and arduous task to fight against it because in attempting to do so, is to be fighting against Jesus Christ Himself-the Head of the church:

 “Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

 As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” THEN THE LORD SAID, “I AM 

 JESUS, WHOM YOU ARE PERSECUTING. IT 

 IS HARD FOR YOU TO KICK AGAINST THE 

 GOADS. ” 

 – Acts 9:1-5 NKJV 

I prophesy that the church is coming together like it has never done before! The church is reawakening to its true nature, purpose, and calling! 

The church is becoming more aware of who she is in this dark hour in our society and world, and I prophesy that the church will shine brighter than she has ever done in generations past:

 “YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. A 

 CITY THAT IS SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE 

 HIDDEN.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. LET YOUR LIGHT SO 

 SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY MAY SEE 

 YOUR GOOD WORKS AND GLORIFY YOUR 

 FATHER IN HEAVEN. ” 

 – Matthew 5:14-16 NKJV 

So, my dear friend, if God has called you to start a church, then you must clearly understand that this is the type of church that Jesus Christ is building. Hallelujah! 

It is a church that has 3 major elements or components to it as revealed in Matthew 16:18-19. 

That church will be:

•   A Church with the Proper FOUNDATION vs. 18a. 

•   A Church with the Proper FORTIFICATION vs. 

18b. 

•   A Church with the Proper FINALIZATION & FUNCTION vs. 19. 

We must settle this final truth in our hearts that the church will be just fine and glorious when we “LET 

HIM ( JESUS) PUT IT TOGETHER.” 
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 “And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! This is none other but THE HOUSE OF GOD, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

- Genesis 28:17
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Many believers do not truly understand or appreciate faith. In that lack of understanding, they treat it like a spare tire or last resort and thereby completely underestimate its ability to transform their lives. In this game-changing little book, Dr. Johnny L. Magee, Jr shows how we can take an active engaging role in our walk of faith, position ourselves to successfully walk in faith, and how we can use our own natural faith to catch the supernatural spirit of faith that can literally change the world. 
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The Prophet’s Reward

Faithful Service Can Produce Miracles! 

Do you accurately perceive the prophet of God in your midst?  Have you positioned yourself to receive all that you can from him or her?  Is that relationship the catalyst to your destiny and abundance that God created it to be?  In this controversial new book, Dr. Johnny L. 

Magee, Jr. reveals what the Bible has to say about our relationships with the prophets of God assigned to us - our local pastors. He explains clearly and biblically why it is so important for us to deal with our leaders with respect, honor and loyalty and outlines the blessings that follow when we activate this biblical principle. 
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The Prayer of Agreement

The Combination Lock of Prayer! 

The scriptures give us several different types of prayer we can engage in to grow in our relationship with God, impact the world around us and address various needs. 

Each type of prayer offers a different manifestation. But one of these biblical models stands apart in its power to transform our lives and our world. In this book, First Lady Lilliette Magee delves into the principles of praying in agreement to show us the power and importance of this extraordinary tool for change. Within lies the key to taking your marriage, your finances, your ministry and more to the next level. 
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How to Look Good  

When Things Look Bad

How Do We Truly Maintain Faith In The 

Face of Adversity? 

One of the most well known promises of God contained withing His word is that God himself makes all things work together for our good. That’s definitely the truth, however the harsh reality is that there will be times when things aren’t going well. How should we respond?  In this book, Dr. Magee will share nuggets from Romans 8:28 that will be simplistic but very informative and insightful. They will empower you to maintain your faith in the face of any and all adversities and circumstances. It’s time for you to get excited about your ability to look good when things look bad. 
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